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I.   INTRODUCTION  -  SUMMARY 


s^-^ 


South  Boston  P.P.  contains  2^103  acres. much  of  this  area  is  taken  up 
by  industry,  warehouse,  vharves,  ^Navy  activities.  This  includes  a  -western  strip 
along  the  S.B.-XA-wsy  and  the  entire  northern  half  of  the  district,  from  the  Fort 
Point  Channel  in  the  west  to  the  Naval  Annex. 

The  residential  area  is  divided  into  3  areas.   One  is  the  eastern  grid 
r\inning  along  the  Broadway  -  L  St.  axis,  which  contains  the  better  housing,  the 
higher  incomes,  the  higher  rents,  etc.  These  qualities  are  most  marked  in  the 
extreme  southeast  near  Pleasure  Bay  and  the  L^  St.  Beach  and  least  marked  in  the 
north  (tract  605).  The  ar^a  eenerally  includes  census  tracts  601r5»  and  BG  1  of 

610.  '     ti?  /  h^ 

A  second,  western  grid  runs  into  the  eastern  ip  at  a  k^   angle  and  has 
rents,  incomes,  housing,  etc.,  a  cut  below  the  first  grid.  It  generally  includes'7V" 
6o6,  6o8,;n6o9. 

The  third  area  I  consider  to  be  the  3  large -ph-  projects.  They  are  not 


contiguous  and  are  quite  different  from  each  other,  but  together  they  often  pro- 
vide striking  contrasts  to  the  rest  of  South  Boston.  The  projects  virtually  com- 
petely  take  up  tracts  607,  6lO  (BG2,3),  and  6ll.  _  _  ..  • 

Tracts  6l2-l4  are  border  districts,  not  conspicuously  part  of  any  grid 
pattern,  though  6l2  and  6l3  form  a  mini  grid  between  2  .pii  projects  and  often  act 
together  statistically.  These  tracts,  especially  6lUjmay.be  most  affected  by 
social  and  economic  forces  outside  the  district. 
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Besides  losing  much  of  its  population  in  absolute  terms  in  the  last  20 
years,  South  Boston  has  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  city's  population  than  in  1950. 
This  decline  was  much  sharper  from  5O-60  than  from  60-7O. 


TABLE  1 


1950 


55,670 
801,444 

6.95 


50-60 
jo   change 


i960 


43,959 
698,081 

6.30 


60-70 

^change 


1970 


38,488 
641,071 

6.00 


50-70 

^change 


S.B. 
City 
I0   of 
City  Total 


-21.0 
-12.9 


-12.4 
8.2 


•3374 
-20.0 


South  Boston  steadily  lost  housing  units  from  1950  -  1970.  Its  share  of 
the  city's  stock  declined  as  well  during  the  1st  decade  but  increased  from  60-70. 


TABLE  2 

1950 

50-60 
^  change 

i960 

60-70 

^change 

1970 

50-70 

.^change 

S.B. 
City 
i   S.B. 
City 

15,178 
222,079 

6.83 

-  4.1 
7.5 

14,555 
238,816 

6.09 

-  2.0 

-  2.7 

14,259 
232,i^48 

6.13 

-  6.1 
4.7 

TABLE  3  \       1950 


i960 


1970 


S.B. 
.City 


3.7 
3.6 


3.0 
2.9 


2.7 
2.7 


Population  and  housing  density  have  both  decreased  steadily.  The  same  is 
true  for  Boston  except  for  an  increase  in  housing  unit  density  from  5O-6O. 


TABLE  4 


S.B.pers/acre 
City  pers/acre 
S.B.dir 's/acre 
City  dir' s/acre 


) 


'J 


1950 


23.17 

24.55 

6.32 

6.80 


i960 


18.29 

21.38 

6.06 

7.31 


1970 


16.02 

19.64 

5.93 

7.12 


S.  Meacham 


II.  STATISTICAL  DATA 


A.  POPULATION 
1.  AGE  GROUPS 


In  the  last  decade,  South  Boston's  population  of  young  kids  and  younger 
middle-aged  decreased  both  absolutely  and  proportionately,  vhile  its  population 
of  elderly  and  young  adults  (20-2!+)  increased  in  both  ways. 


S.B.    - 

i960 

9,167 

20.8 

3,981 

9.1 

3,21+7 

7.i+ 

2,766 

6.3 

10,787 

2i+.6 

1^,932 

11.2 

9,079 

20.6 

7^ 

S.B.    - 

1^0 

6,568 

17.0 

3,666 

9.5 

3,31+6 

8.7 

2,968 

7.7 

7,51+2 

19.6 

l+,6l+2 

12.1 

9,739 

25.3 

City       i960 


120,91+7 

17.6 

50,865 

7.3 

51,989 

7.1+ 

5l+,5l+7 

7.8 

173,327 

2I+.8 

83,871+ 

12.0 

162,532 

23.3 

cfty 

1970 

101,621+ 

15.9 

51,057 

8.0 

61,060 

9.5 

77,103 

12.0 

11+0,072 

21.9 

65,1+57 

10.2 

ll+l+,5l+9 

22.5 

Age(yrs.) 
0  -  9 

IO-II+ 

15-19 
2O-2I+ 

25-I+I+ 
1+5-51+ 
55& 


Differences  with  the  city  exist  for  the  elderly  and  "young  adults." 

VThile  the  55  and  over  population  increased  in  South  Boston,  it  declined  in  the 

I.     ^]-iy 
city  (65  and  over  increased).  VJhile  both  South  Boston  and  the  city  experienced 

increases  much  more  dramatic,  gensus  tract  data  shows  that,  while  few  tracts 

contradict  the  decreasing  trends,  the  increasing  trends  are  each  supported  by  only 

1/2  the  tracts. 

Analysis  of  census  tracts  reveals  a  number  of  age  concentrations  within. 
South  Boston.  The  eastern  grid  tracts  show  concentration  in  the  middle  ages 
(25-I+I+),  population  falling  off  proportinately  in  older  age  groups  \mtil  these 
tracts  are  definitely  below  axr-.'-^in  the  75(+)  ^Se  group.  The  one  eastern  tract 
contradicting  this  analysis  is  60I+,  which  has  a  96  unit  elderly  project. 

The  western  grid  conforms  almost  completely  to  the  South  Boston  average, 
with  the  exception  of  60O  which  has  an  81|-  unit  elderly  project. 
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f>i/h\i\L  hoa-sin^  de^^^'^^^    Ar  4'^ >->!■> ''^'3 
The  tracts  dominated  by^faffliiy— (farailv-desigiv)— ph-  v5ry  greatly  according 

to  how  much  these  units  have  been  occupied  by  elderly.  (Either  elderly  at  time  of 

f  ^'O  / '«.  ho. 
occupancy  or  elderly  becuase  of  long  term  residence).  Tract  607,  with  the  p^hr 

most  clearly  family  rented-,  has  the  largest  concentration  of  kids  in  South  Boston 

and  a  low  proportion  of  elderly.  Tract  6ll  has  no  concentration  of  young  and  the 

largest  concentration  of  elderly.  Block  groups  2  and  3  of  Tract  6lO  has  large 

concentration  of  kids  and  elderly,  though  neither  as  large  as  607  and  6ll. 


S.  Meacham 
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2.  Racial  Characteristics 


While  non-vhites  have  increased  in  number  over  the  last  2  decades, 
they  are  still  scarce  in  South  Boston  relative  to  the  City. 


TOTAL 


WHITE 


BLACK 


OTHER  NON-VniITE 


S.B. 

# 

38,488 

37,798 

388 

285 

i 

100.0 

98.2 

1.0 

.^ 

City  # 

641,071 

524,588 

104,685 

11,649 

i 

100.0 

81.8 

16.3 

l.f 

Total 
55,670 

1950  N.w. 

Abs. 
changes 
+   58 

i960  N.W. 
Total       # 

i 
.28 

Abs. 
change 
+   551 

1970 
Total  1  ii 

S.B. 

64 

.11 

43,959 

122 

38,488 

o73' 

1.7; 

City 

801,  UMf 

42,744 

5.3 

+25,730 

698,081 

68,504 

9.8 

+47,830 

641,071 

116 

,334118. 2 

/I  0,7-  wr\'i^ 
Black  and  other  ^WtW.  races  Isotrh  have  age  districtions  different  from  that 

of  South  BDston  as  a  whole.  They  have  much  higher  proportions  of  young  (0-l4)  and 

lower  proportions  of  people  over  35- 


TOTAL  # 

o-i4 
10,234 

15-24 
6,314 

25-34 
3,795 

i 

26.6 

16.4  • 

9.9 

Black  # 

209 

46 

53 

i 

55.6 

12.2 

14.1 

other  # 

99 

35 

43 

I0 

40.7 

14.4 

17.7 

35-64 
12,672 

65+ 

5,456 

Total 
38,488 

37.4 

14.2 

100.0 

53 

15 

376 

14.1 

4.0 

100.0 

51 

15 

243 

21.0 

6.2 

100.0 

Blacks  are  concentrated  in  3  housing  projects:   "D"  St.  (Tract  607)  has 
173,  Old  Colony  (Tract  61O,  block  groups  2&3)  has  84,  and  Harber  Village  (Tract  61I) 
has  71.  That  accounts  for  8.5°/  of  South  Boston's  blacks.  ^ 

Other  non-white's  are  much  more  scatteredj  though  35^/^  of  them  do  live  in 
the  same  3  projects. 
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Numbers  of  males  and  females  do  not  differ  significantly  for  blacks 
(f/M  =  1.6)  an  other  non-vhite'^s  (f/M  -  I.06).  The  greatest  variation  is  among 
blacks  in  the  age  groups  25-3^  (f/m  -  1.30). 


■r 


3.  Household  Description 


South  Boston  follows  the  city  quite  closely  in  the. distribution  of 

household  size,  v;ith  a  slightly  higher  proportion  of  1  person  household's  and 

£■  or   + 

•5^  fl  person  household  s  and  slightly  smaller  proportions  of  2-k  person  house- 


holds". 
S.B.  # 

i 

City  # 


Total  Qc© 
Units 


13,375 

100.0 

217,^78 

100.0  I  28.9 


1 
per 
^f7l83 
31.3 

62,962 


pers 
37^97 

26.2 
62,202 

2b. 6 


,..-rO 
13.8 

32, 85!+ 
15.1 


per^   per 


1,387 
10. U. 

23,735 
10.9 


987 

15,005 
6.9 


pers 


623 

i^.7 

9,298 

k,3  I 


7  I  8 

pers  pers 
UU6   itl2 

3.3   3.1 

5,6U6  5,768 

2.6  I  2.7 


Patterns  at  the  tract  level  are  difficult  to  identify,  but  some  are  vorth 
noting.  The  eastern  grid  has  a  low  proportion  of  1  persons  household's  (more  marked 
if  the  elderly  project  in  60k   is  coasi4ered)  a  high  proportion  of  3  and  k   persons 
household *s  than  the  South  Boston  average,  indicating  a  predominance  of  young 
families. 

The  public  housing  tracts  exhibit  a  household  size  distribution  which 
corresponds  to  age  .of  population.  Tract  607  has  a  normal  proportion  of  1-person 
household's,  tract  61O  (BG  2&3)  a  larger  one,  and  tract  61I  (with  many  elderly)  the 
largest  proportion  of  1  persons  households  in  South  Boston.  The  presence  of 
many  kids  in  607  and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  in  61O  shows  a  few  small  households  and 
many  large  proportionately. 

Tracts  6l2  and  613  have  relatively  few  large  household's  but  differ  on 
all  other  sizes.  The  lie  between  two  p.h.  tracts. 

Tract  608  shows  its  elderly  housing  project  through  a  large  proportion  of 
1  person  households. 

Tract  61^  has  many  1  persons  households  and  few  3  and  k   person  households, 
the  opposite  of  the  eastern  grid. 
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Total 

Ac<L 

1 

2 

3 

k 

5 

6 

7 

8+ 

6+ 

rn// 

Units 
7,335 

Pers 
2,223 

Pers 
2,1^+9 

Pers 

Pers 
892 

Pers 
571 

Pers 
366 

Pers 
2^1 

Pers 
192 

Pers 

Easte 

1,201 

799 

Grid 

I0 

100.0 

28. U 

27. U 

15.3 

ll.U 

7.3 

h.7 

3.1 

2.5 

10.3 

607 

# 

1,055 

351 

190 

96 

9^ 

103 

81 

60 

80 

221 

I0 

100.0 

33.3 

18.0 

9.1 

8.9 

9.8 

7.7 

5.7 

7.6 

21.0 

BG2.3 

# 

819 

306 

177 

75 

79 

77 

31^ 

36 

35 

105 

610 

I0 

100,0 

37. U 

21.6 

9.2 

9.7 

9'^ 

k.2 

k.k 

i^.3 

12.9 

# 

859 

376 

213 

96 

5^^ 

U3 

38 

23 

16 

77 

611 

I0 

100.0 

i+3.8 

2U.8 

11.2 

6.3 

5.0 

if.U 

2.7 

1.9 

9.0 

612+ 

// 

861 

37 

21 

12 

70 

613 

I0 

100.0 

h.3 

2.1+ 

1.1+ 

8.1 

..# 

208 

80 

61 

15 

15 

11 

7 

10 

9 

26 

6iii 

^^ 

100.0 

38.5 

29.3 

7.2 

7.2 

5.3 

3.i+ 

U.8 

U.3 

12.5 

S.B, 

^/ 

13,375 

^+,183 

3,^97 

l,8i+0 

1,3B7 

9B7 

623 

623 

i+i+6 

l,i+8i 

^    ' 

100.0 

31.3 

26.2 

13.8 

10.  U 

l.h 

U.7 

3.3 

3.1 

11.1 

In  the  last  decade,  South  Boston's  1  person  households  increased  by  57"^; 
2  persons  householdsincreased  slightly.  All  other  household  sizes  declined. 
Trends  at  the  tract  level  vSry  from  this  in  only  a  few  cases.  Tract  608  got  an 
project  in  1968,  giving  it  an  expecially  large  increase  in  1  persons  household  and 
decrease  in  3  and  k   person  household  proportinately.  Tracts  61O  and  61I  both 
experienced  very  sharp  rises  in  proportions  of  1  person  household,  possibly  due  to 
the  isolation  of  suriving  elderly  spouses. 


k.     Overcrowding 


the 


Overcrowding  is  not  a  major  problem  in  South  Boston  as  a  whole  relative  to 


S.B. 
City 


Total  Ace. 
Units 
13,375 
217,^78 


Units  with    I  Units  with 


1.01-1.50 
pers/rm 


12,353 


1.51+ 

pers/rm 


193 
3,927 


Units  with 
1.01+ 
pers/rra 


1,181 
16,280 


In  the  last  decade  overcrowding  declined  from  11.0^  to  8.8^.  Overcrowding 
declined  in  every  tract  as  well. 

Comparison  of  tracts  shows  much  variation.  The  eastern  grid  had  the  least 
overcrowding,  and  even  the  figure  given  helow  is  inflated  hy  tract  605  (as  explained 
in  the  introduction) .  The  western  grid  has  more  overcrowding  and  ^h-.  by  far  the 
most.  The  figure  for  tract  607  was  19.8^.  Tracts  6l2  and  6l3  are  similar  and 
tract  Glk,   while  it  has  much  overcrowding  relative  to  South  Boston  as  a  whole, 
it  has  no  more  critical  overcrowding  than  the  p.h.  tracts. 


Total  Occ. 

1.01 

-1.50    1 

1 

.51+    1 

1.01-1 

Units 
13,375 

pers/rm 

pers/rm 

pers/rm 

S.B. 

988" 

iM 

193 

\.H 

1,181 

8.8/b 

Eastern 

7,835 

hhe 

"?.% 

85 

1.1/ 

531 

6.8/0 

Grid 

V7e  stern 

1,738 

118 

6.8/0 

26 

1.5/ 

Ikk 

8.3/ 

Grid 

P.H.   607, 

2,733 

?>hh 

12.6/0 

Ih 

2.7/ 

1^18 

15.3/ 

6llS6l0(BG 

28=3) 

612 

572 

ko 

1.^0 

U 

.7/ 

UI4 

7.7/ 

613 

289 

18 

6.2/ 

1 

.-% 

19 

6.6/ 

6lU 

208 

22 

10.6/ 

3 

i.H 

25 

12.0/ 

5.  Household  Types 


South  Boston  has  a  larger  proportion  of  female  -  headed   households  than 

the  city  and  probably  larger  families.  It  has  fever  male  primary  individuals  and 

more  female  primary  individual  relative  to  the  city,  i  -Infer- fr-om-that.  prinar*/  '^'^'-"'^ 

individualftend  more  to  be  elderly  than  young  people  in  South  Boston,  relative 

to  the  city.  A  lower  proportion  of  non-relative sof  head  supports  that  notion. 

Other  Rel     ,        non-rel 


S.B.# 

i 

City# 


Head  of 
H-W  HH 


""6,048 

15.7 
102,120 
15.0 


F.Head 


2,371 
6.2 
31,905 
5.0 


Of 

Head 


17,664 

^5.9 
257,256 
U0.2 


M     F 
Prim   Prim 


of 

Head 


530 

l.U 

24,659 

3.9 


Other 


7,13^ 
19.3 
148,372 
23.1 


Total 

Poo. 


30,400 
100.0 
641,071 
100.0 


1,490     2.934 

3.9         7.6 

29,875    i+6,735 

h,7    I   7.3 

Comparison  of  tracts  reveals  s^e  patterns.  The  eastern  tracts  can  again  be 
separated  out,  and  they  show  the  most^  family  .staM^i-fey.  The  western  tracts  (less  608) 
show  similar  but  less  family^ stttbility.  Tract  608  is  skewed  toward  female  primary 
individuals  due  to  the  elderly  project  built  there  in  I968,  Public  housing  tracts 
show  the  least|x^family  stability,  with  a  proportion  of  female  -  headed  households 
almost  equal  that  of  H-VJ  HH's,  and  a  high  proportion  of  female  primary  individuals 
(as  expected  from  earlier  ajialysis,  tract  607  shows  the  largest  proportion  of 
female  headed  HH's  and  jfeiur  largest  families  while  tract  6II  shows  ,the  largest 
proportion  of  female  primary  individip.s.(the  only  tract  where  this  proportion  is 
larger  than  that  for  females)  and  the  largest  proportion  of  non-relatives  of  head. 
Tracts  6l2  and  13,  not  shown,  have  proportion  like  those  of  the  non-public  housing 


tracts,  despite  ther^  proximity  to  public  housing. 
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Eastern  # 

Grid 

i 

West( 

Jrn  # 

Grid- 

■G0% 

608 

# 

c/ 

A> 

P.H. 

# 

f. 

6lii 

# 

• 

Other 

Non- 

Total 

Head 

Male 

F 

M 

F 

Rel's 

Pop 
22,886 

H-VfflH 

^+,017 

Head 
338 

Head 

Pri. 
916 

Pri. 

Head 
355 

1,091 

1,^73 

100.0 

17.6 

1.5 

k.Q 

k.O 

6.U 

1.6 

3,631 

563 

6^ 

230 

16I+ 

206 

75 

100.0 

15.5 

1.8 

6.3 

i^.5 

5.7 

2.1 

1,268 

180 

28 

76    ; 

88 

139 

15 

100.0 

li+.2 

2.2 

6.0 

6.9 

11.0 

1.1 

7,923 

839 

64 

791 

165 

88*+ 

k2 

100.0 

10.6 

.8 

10.0 

2.1 

11.2 

.5 

556 

73 

13 

31 

56 

35 

17 

100.0 

13.1 

2.3 

5.6 

10.1 

6.3 

3.1 

Other 

1^+7909 
6U.2 

2,329 
64.1 

7^13 
58.6 
5,138 
61+. 9 

331 
59.5 


Two  trends  a^ the  tract  level  are  -worth  noting, Tract  61U 


I 


experience-"^ only  a  small  absolute  increase  in  primary  individuals  and  non-relatives, 
questioning  the  possibility  of  a  recent  influx  o?  student  types.  Tract  607  (ph^ 
experienced  a  sharp  drop  in  H-W  HH's. 


6,  Income 

South  Boston  has  a  much  higher  proportion  of  poor  families  than  the  city. 
Lx-^i^^  is 

For  Boston,  16.1^0  earnj,$5,000  vhile  the  figure  for  South  Boston/2U.9^,  This 

difference  is  perhaps  partially  explainable  by  the  large  proportion  of  the  South 

Boston  population  that  is  in  public  housing. 

A  look  at  census  tracts  supports  this  and  reveals  old  patterns.   Eastern 
tracts  have  the  lowest  proportion  of  poor  and  the  highest  incomes.  Public 
housing  has  the  largest  proportion  of  poor  and  the  lowest  median  incomes.  Tracts 
vith  elderly  in  public  housing  (6ll,  6o8,  60^+)  have  low  individual  median  inccnes 
(6o8  &  60^4  have  median  individual,  incomes  lower  than  the  corresponding  figures 
for  families  warrant,  though  the  re§4  of  the  tracts  hide  the  real  effect  of  .p.-ir. ).    J 

Tract  609  is  very  str^ng^with  a  low  proportion  of  family  poor  and  a  high 
proportion  of  individual  poor.  It  also  has  many  well-off  individuals  and  few 
elderly  relative  to  the  district.  VJhile  block  group  data  is  not  available,  it  is 
possible  that  BG^,  with  rents  depressed  by  proximity  to  3>}r;  contains  the  poor 
individuals  while  other  block  groups  contain  the  families  plus  the  well-off 
individuals.  The  same  forces  may  be  at  work  in  6lk   and  608. 

An  interesting  pattern  may  exist  here.  Most  of  the  residential  area  of 
606,  61k,   608  and  BG^  of  609  lies  within  a4  long  block  of  the  project  in  607. 
Three  of  these  four  tracts  have  proportions  of  male  primary  individuals  significantly^ 
above  the  district's,  (the  other,.  6o2^,  has  Art-  elJciily-proJia'Ct-)^  Suggesting  the 
individual;^ are  younger.  Tract  607's  p^^;^as  the^'^^highest  proportion  of  female  headed 
households  ajid  has  experienced  in  the  last  decade  a  sharp  drop  in  H-W  HH's.  vrnere 
im  the  ^'"^'lif  not  in  neighboring  tracts.  In  tract  61U,  a  small  tract  where  this 
pattern  would  show  strongly,  there  are  relatively  few  people  living  in  the  same 
house  as  65,  but  virtually  all  the  migrants  are  from  within  the  city. 

^      0      II  ./  I  -ri  ^.^     OQ'^r    /Atc/V/'v  ^/"-o^/i,  7/-^--- 
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7.  Percent  Income  Spent  on  Rent 


One  public  housing  tract,  6ll  is  the  only  tract  where  the 
proportion  of  HH's  earning  $5jOOO  who  pay  25/^^ of  their  income  for  rent  is  less 
than  50^.  In  all  other  tracts  the  proportion  is  greater  than  65^^  (in  610,  BGl 
Sfiews   the  results,  and  607  has  larger  units  than  the  other,  giving  poor^  in  these 
ph  units  worse  breaks  than  in  611) ,  Tracts  in  the  eastern  and  western  grids  and 
tract  61k   have  proportions  well  over  80^,  excepting  those  tracts  with  elderly 
projects.  Tracts  6l2  and  613,  between  to  ph  projects  but  without  any  public 
housing  themselves,  have  relatively  lovr  proportions. 

Looking  at  the  whole  population,  instead  of  just  the  poor,  eastern 
tracts  have  the  lowest  proportions  paying  35^  of  income  on  rent.  Public  housing 
tracts  and  western  grid  tracts  are  higher. 
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VJhere  there  exist  high  proportions  of  poor  and  of  the  whole 
population  paying  high  fo's  of  income  for  rent,  it  is  usually  explainable  by  a 
high  proportion  of  the  population  being  poor.  The  exception  is  613. 


i  Mobility 

More  people,  relatively,  report  living  in  the  same   house  in 
1965  in  South  Boston  than  in  the  city.  Fewer  people,  relatively,  report 
moving  in  from  outside  the  city.  South  Boston  is  more  stable  than  the  city. 

same  as  From  oustide 

'6^  house     City  City  ^  yrs.  ago 

City  #     29^,797  li+1,671  119,905 

^       49.8        30.0       20.1+ 
S.B.#      21,1189      10.185      2,077 
i  60.1       28.5       7.6 

Tract  totals  v^ry.  Eastern  tracts  have  proportion  of  "same  house" 
above  that  for  South  Boston  and  the  only  proportions  of  "outside  city"  above  10^; 
thus,  V7hile  these  tracts  may  be  stable,  they  are  the  only  tracts  significantly 
attractive  to  definite  outsiders.  Tract  607  ph  has  a  small  proportion  of  "same 
house"  while  tract  611  has  the  second  highest.  Tract  613  has  the  highest  proportion 
of  "same  house"  and  tract  6l2  the  second  lowest. 

But  the  "same  house"  category  indicates  only  5-yi^  stability,  which 

can  be  misleading.  Tract  613,  for  instance  had  a  large  influx  of  people  between 

i960  and  I96I+  and  a  much  smaller  proportion  than  6l2  of  people  who  moved  in  before 

19^9«  Tract  61U,  with  the  second  highest  proportion  of  very  recent  movers 

('68- '70),  also  has  the  largest  proportion  of  HH's  moving  in  before  IShS, 

suggesting  that  the  last  few  years  have  been  "turbulent  ones  for  a  formerly 

stab^^  community.  Eastern  tracts,  with  expected  large  proportions  of  HIi's  there 

(^■b/  e>ici y%-yo').  'Tr<--<:r  t//  A^  zy  i^^'- ^^,^^ 
before  19^9,  have  sharply  increasing  mobility  (i.e.  comparing. proportion  of  recent 

movers)  and  brealcs  the  trend  of  rapidly  increasing  mobility,  despite  its  ph-  com- ' 
/ 

position.  Almost  half  of  tract  6o8's  HH's  have  moved  in  between  68  and  70,  partly 
due  to  the  new  elderly  project,  but  partly  supporting  trends  that  exist  in  606  and 
61U. 
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B.  HOUSING 
1.  UNIT  SIZE 

Relative  to  the  city,  there  axe  very  few  small  imits  in  South 

Boston,  many  middle  -  sized  units,  and  slightly  fever  large  units. 

Total  . 

dir's  1  rm  2  rm  3-^  rm  ^  rm  6+rm 

City  #      2327WI  14,205  16, 35*+  84,842  557M  61, 104 

i               100.0      6.1  7.0     36.5     24.0  26.3 

S.B.  #       .14,259      126  441    6,894    3M'^  3,344 

%                 100.0       .9  3.1  ^9.3     24.1  23.5 

On  the  tract  level,  ^  is  sho\m  to  be  most  markedly  bunched  into 
middle-sized  units.  In  general,  non-i)h,  tracts  have  proportions  of  large  units 
much  larger  than  that  of  South  Boston. 

total  d4<' s     1&2  rm    3&4  rm      5  rm       6^  rm 
Eastern  #-f.    ^3lS   100. Ofo   435  !?.3^o  33bO  40.3'/o  2I3J~?5T7^  2390  ^8.8^;^ 

609   #-fo     997   100.  Ofo    28  2.effo      445  4l.6fo   237  23.^3  316  31.7^ 

PH    #-^      2800   100.  Ofo    28  l.Of,  1951  69.7^0   500  21.1/,  231   8.5^ 

Only  2  and  3  room  units  increased  over  the  last  decade.  All  other 

unit  sizes,  especially  1  room  units,  decreased.  Eastern  tracts,  though  high  (n 

proportion  of  large  units  in  1970,  e>rperienced  a  decrease  since  I96O  in  these 

units  and  the  largest  increase  in  2  room  units. 


h.     structure  Type 

South  Boston,^ relatively  fever  large  structures  and  more  3-k   units 

structures  when  compared  to  the  city. 
year 

round  UNITS       IN       STRUCTURE 

dii;'s  1  2  3-^  5-^9  50+ 


City  #  232,405   3'+,225    37,310   69,213   79,^29   12,229 

%  100.0     111. 7    16.1    29.8    3U.2      5.3 

S.B.     #  1*1,226  2,12l|  2,186  6,01+5  3,650  221 

%  100.0  1I1.9  15. U  1+2.5  25.7  1.8 

Public  housing  tracts  have  a  majority  of  units  in  structures  with 

5-I19  units,  ffifr  more  than  any  other  tract.     Non-public  housing  tracts  with  large 

proportions  of  units  in  structures  with  more  than  k  units  are  60I,   6l2,   6ll4-. 
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^.  Age  of  St ructure s 


South  Boston's  housing  stock  is  older  than  the  city's. 
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The  vast  majority  of  all  housing  built  after  19^0  in  South  Boston 
is  public  housing,*  elderly  and  family.  Only  tracts  601  and  6l2  among  those  with- 
out  public  housing^^proportions  built  after  19^0  in  excess  of  l(yfo»     In  6l2,  most 
of  this  newer  housing  was  built  before  1950.  In  60I,  however,  a  significant  amount 
was  built  after  1965. 


6., 
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•Rent  Levels 
Rents  in  South  Boston  are  lower  than  in  the  city.  No  South  Boston 

tract  has  a  median  contract  or  gross  rent  above  the  city  medians. 

Highest  median  gross  rents  occur  in  the  eastern  grid,  and,  vithin 

this  grid,  in  the  southeast  corner.  Next  highest  median  gross  rents  occur  in  the 

vestern  grid  and  6l2-6l3.  Lowest  rents  are  in  Tjublic  housing  and  tract  6lU. 
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7.     Value  of  Single  Family  Sho<:h^rCi 


Values  are  significantly  lower  in  South  Boston  than  the  city. 
In  South  Boston  the  majority  are  below  $10,000.   In  the  whole  city  h7.%   are 
above  $20,000. 

Eastern  tracts,  except  605,  have  values  avove  $12,000.  Tracts  605, 
6l2,  and  6l3  have  the  values  nearest  to  that,  but  still  $^+,000  or  so  less. 
Western  tracts,  61^1  and  607  (the  only  predomlnatly  pbulic  housing  with  any  values) 
are  quite  low. 
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I 
'  III.   CORRELATIONS 

A.  OF  AREAS  OF  AGE  CONCENTRATION  WITH  INCO^E 

Age  concentrations  appear  in  public  housing,  vhere  there  are  the  lowest 

incomes.  Tract  607,  with  large  families,  many  kids,  and  many  female-headed 

households,  had  the  lowest  median  family  income.  Tract  611,  with  many  elderly, 

had  the  lowest  median  individual  income.  Tract  61O  had  concentrations  of  kids  and 

elderly  not  as  marked  as  far  607  and  611  respectively,  in  addition,  tract  6lO's 

median  incomes  were  not  so  low  as  607  and  6II.  Tracts  60^  and  608  have  concentrations 

of  elderly  in  elderly  projects  and  have  median  individual  incomes  which  appear 

low  relative  to  family  income  (htat  is,  the  medianmay  not  be  low  relative  to 

other  tracts  because  the  project  ig  small  compared  to  the  host  tract^ . 

EgStern  tracts  have  low  proportions  of  youths  and  elderly  but  high  proportions 

of  middle-age  (25-5^).  They  are  also  clearly  the  tracts  \rith.  the  highest  median 

incomes. 

Outside  public  housing,  concentrations  of  elderly  do  not  necessarily 

correlate  with  low  median  individual  income  and  vice  versa.  Tract  609  has  low 

proportions  of  eldTerly  and  a  low  median  individual  income.  Tract  6l2  has  high 

proportions  of  elderly  without  a  very  low  median  individual  income.  Tracts  613  and 

61U  have  high  proportions  of  young  elderly  {6o-'6k)   without  low  median  individual 

incomes. 
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Rents 

Median  rent  values  correlate  with  age  similarly  to  income.  In  fact,  tract 

6lQ  can  be  broken  into  block  groups  for  rent  and  further  confirms  the  correlation. 


X"  ^  Age  Groups 

In  no  tract  are  there  significant  concentrations  ^  2  age  groups.  Generally, 
vhen  there  are  concentrations  of  elderly,  others  are  low,  and  when  there  are 
concentrations  of  kids  or  middle-age,  elderly  is  low.  The  exception^  is  6lO(BG2&3) 
which  has  high  proportions  of  kids  and  elderly.  When  elderly  are  not  a  high  pro- 
portion, non-pubiic  housing  tracts  have  high  proportions  of  middle-age  while 
public  housing  tract  has  high  proportions  of  kids. 
Household  Size 

Generally,  when  there  are  concentrations  of  elderly  (6o8,  6ll,  somewhat  in 
612,  610),  there  are  concentrations  of  1  person  households.  Where  there  are 
concentration  of  middle-age  (eastern  tracts),  there  are  concentrations  of  3-5 
person  households.  Where  there  are  concentrations  of  kids,  there  are  high  pro- 
portions of  6+  person  households. 
Overcrowding 

Tract  6l^  is  the  only  non-public  housing  tract  with  high  overcrowding,  though 
it  has  no  unusual  critical  overcrowding  (I.50+  persons/rm) .  Public  housing  does 
have  critical  overcrowding.  Tract  6lk   is  unusual  in  the  fact  that  the  vacancy  rate 
is  comfortable^  also  unlike  public  housing  which  has  very  low  vacancy  rates.  If 
single,  transient  men  are  moving  into  6lk   (either  student  types  or  due  to  proximity 
to  607)  and  doubling  or  tripling  up  to  causey concentration  in  any  age  group  under  k^. 
yenure,  Vacancy,  Race^  .%'/'-     ^' ^^>  /^"-^'^  ^^^'="-j   \^jcf^.-. 

Public  Honsing  creates  the  only  significant  correlations  in  these  areas, 
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becuase  they  are  so  heavly  renter-occupied,  have  such  low  vacajicy  rates,  have 
nearly  all  the  blacks,  and  have  age  concentrations  as  veil  due  to  the  rent  breai 
they  offer. 

An  exception  might  be  6ll,  where  the  concentration  of  elderly  may  be  a 
determining  factor  in  stability  and  thus  the  remarkable  low  vacancy  rate  of  1.0^. 


(>orreh^(0'^^  ^'^'"^ 


B.  .  ^  TENURE  WPffl-STKIJCTURE  TYPE 

^Jj}^^    Tnis  seems  to  be  the  determining  factor  in  tenure.  The  five  tracts 
vhere  ov7ner  occupancy  exceeds  30^  are  among  the  seven  tracts  with  a  high  pro- 
portion of  units  in  1  and  2  unit  structures.  Also,  tracts  SoU  and  609,  vith 
the  highest  owner  occupancy,  are  among  the  3  tracts  with  the  highest  proportion 
of  units  in  1  and  2  unit  buildings.  Tracts  608  and  6li|,  though  they  have  high 
proportions  of  units  in  small  buildings,  do  not  have  high  owner  occupancy 
becuase  they  are  sk^ed  by  an  elderly  project  and  the  presence  of  many  large 
buildings  respectively.  .  ('fiT'STrsT-ont  "1^   -£i£=m>pprf   nr-i-uj^wTrtrg) , 

Four  tracts  have  low  owner  occupancy  and  all  have  a  high  proportion  of  \inits 
in  large  (  5+  unity  buildings.  Onljr^  tract  612.  is  not  public  housing  .though. 

These  correlations  reveal  the  weakness  of  measuring  owner  occupancy  by 
unit  instead  of  by  structure . 

Unit  Size  (Sf  the  same  five  high  owner  occupancy  tracts,  3  have  proportions  of  large 
vmits  (7+  rms)  significantly  larger  than  that  for  South  Boston  as  a  whole.  This 
is  true  also  for  BGl  of  tract  61O.  One  of  the  other  two  has  a  slightly  larger 
proportion,  the  other,  slightly  smaller. 

Low  ovmer  occupancy  traci^public  housing  and  non-public  housing;,^  have  high 
proportions  of  middle-sized  units  (3-5rms). 

One  should  note  that  unit  size  probably  correlates  with  tenure  through 
structure  type.  Single  family  houses,  for  instance,  are  probably  the  largest 
units. 
Income 

High  owner  occupancy  does  correlate  with  income.   Of  the  five  high  owner 
occupancy  tracts,  h   are  c among  the  6  tracts  with  median  family  incomes  above 
$9,000.  Tract  613  is  the  exception. 

Public  ]I.)U5ing  tracts  naturally  have  low  incomes  as  well  as  low  owner 
occupancy,  but  tract  6l2  also  has  the  second  lowest  median  family  income. 
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Household  Size,  Type 

A  low  number  of  primary  individuals  and  1  person  households  correlates  -vrith 
high  owner  occupancy.  High  proportions  of  large  households  and  "other  relatives 
of  heaf "  correlates  somewhat  with  low  owner  occupancy,  but  mostly  through  public 
housing.  Low  owner  occupancy  correlates  witli  proportion^of  "female  headed'HH's" 
in  tract  6l2  as  well  as  public  housing.  ■ 
Rent  Levels 

Low  owner  occupancy  correlates  with  low  median  rent  only  in  public  housing. 

The  five  high  owner  occupancy  tracts  are  all  among  the  7  with  the  highest 
median  rents.  This  involves  a  large  spread  of  median  rents,  however,  (97-125). 
Within  this,  comparing  the  2  highest  owner  occupancy  tracts  to  rent  levels  does 
not  yield  as  high  a  correlation. 
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Race,  Vacancy  Rates 

Public  housing  causes  the  only  cor(felations  here. 


C.   CORRELATION  OF  VACAIIGY  RATES  WITH  OTHER  ^'^'^^Jj■le«^S-i^E^T 
/^[;1^<2.^^  Public  housing  has  low  vacancy  rates  and  low  incomes. 

Outside  public  housing,  low  vacancy  rates  correlate  strongly  with  high 
median  incomes.  The  three  non-public  housing  tracts  with  the  lov/est  vacancy 
rate  have  3  of  the  k   highest  median  family  incomes. 

The  four  tracts  with  the  highest  vacancy  rates  are  araont  the  6  non-public 
housing  tracts  with  the  lowest  meadian  incomes. 
/7/fjVC      Median  rent  levels  follow  this  pattern  more  strongly  for  low  vacancy  rate 
non-public  housing  tracts,  but  much  less  strongly  for  high  vacancy  rate,  non-  • 
public  housing  tracts. 
Rent/income  Ratio 

This  statistic  is  able  to  incotp^^'-^^  both  public  housing  and  non-public 
housing  tracts  into  the  same  analysis.  The  high  income,  low  vacancy  rate  tracts 
have  a  small  proportion  of  people  paying  in  excess  of  35/^  of  income  for  rent, 
implying  that,  relative  to  income,  these  residents  are  getting  good  breaks  on 
housing. 

In  public  housing,  while  many  suffer  a  rent/income  ratio  greater  than  35^, 
many  fewer  poor  do  so  than  in  other  tracts,  implying  that,  considering  their 
income,  these  residents  are  getting  a  good  break,  better  anyv;ay  than  is  available 
elsev/here. 

The  result  is  high  demand  and  low  vacancy  rate  in  each  area. 

Note  that  higih  vacancy  rate  did  not  correlate  with  low  rents  in  non-public 
housing  tracts  nearly  as  strongly  as  it  did  for  low  incomes.  That  makes  sense 
here.  In  non-public  housing  tracts,  high  vacancy  rate  will  correlate  with  low 
incomes  and  hi,gh  rents  (i.e.  high  rent  income  ratio). 
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Race 

The  fact  that  blacks  are  concentrated  in  public  housing  may  suggest  that 
outside  pressure  aids  low  rents  in  producing . in  low  vacancy  rate  in  public 
housing. 
Structure  Age 

High  vacancy  rate  correlates  with  age.  High  vacancy  rate  areas  have  very 

high  proportions  of  buildings  built  before  19^0,  except  in  tract  6o8. 

%  built 
Tract     Rate     before  19^0 

605  9.5      96.0 

606  :  18.8  100,0 
608             10.1+  80.2 

609  13.0  100.0 


Tract  608  is  the  only  one  of  these  where  the  vacancy  rate  declined  in  the  last 
decade.  This  tract  lost  almost  30^  of   its  housing  stock  during  that  decade, 
probably  old,  vacant  building's. 

Public  housing  is  newer  than  the  rest  of  South  Boston's  housing  stock  and 
this  might  contribute  to  its  low  vacancy  rate. 
Mobility 

Mobility  and  high  vacancy  rate  correlate.  The  four  high  vacancy  rate 
tracts  are  among  the  five  with  above  (S.B.)  average  proportions  moving  in  during 
69-70.  They  have  corresponding  low  proportions  moving  in  before  1965.  Tract  607 
(P.H.)  is  the  "extra"  with  low  vacancy  rate  and  high  mobility. 

Other  public  housing  tracts  combine  with  non-public  housing  low  vacancy 
rate  tracts  to  form  the  bulk  of  tracts  with  high  stability. 
Overcrowding 

There  is  a  strong  correlation  here  only  in  public  housing  and  tracts  6lU 
ajrid  601.  Tract  60I  has  a  very  low  vacancy  rate  and  the  lowest  overcrowding. 

Tract  61U  has  a  moderate  vacancy  rate  and  very  high  overcrowding  (though  little 
( 
Cr*'^f<''i\  overcrowding).  Public  housing  has  much  overcrowding  (including 
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critical)  and  the  lovest  vacancy  rates.  The  implication  is  that  the  poor  may 
be  getting  a  better  break  in  public  housing  than  the  vorld  outside,  but  they 
need  more  help  still. 
Structure  Type 

Outside  of  public  housing,  the  only  correlation  is  a  slight  one  betveen  high 
vacancy  rate  and  a  high  proportion  of  l-iinit  structures. 
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DRATT 
k.   CORRELATIOMS  V/ITH  UNIT  SIZE 

Household  Size 

Overconvding  statistics  can  be  explained  fairly  well  by  simply  com- 
paring the  niimber  of  6+  person  households  to  the  number  of  6+  room  units. 

6+  units     ^  Over- 
Tract 

5oi 

602 

603 
60U 
605 
606 
607 
608 
609 

611 
612 

613 

61U 26 55 2JL 12.0 

A  high  ratio  of  large  units  to  large  HH's  correlates  vith  low  overcrowding. 
In  tracts  like  607,  which  have  large  families,  the  effect  of  this  ratio  is  more 
telling.  Tract  6lk   has  a  moderate  ratio  but  serious  overcrowding.  Overcrowding 
in  that  tract  is  probably  due  to  unrelated  individuals  doubling.  Note  also  there 
is  little  critical  overcrowding.  '   ' 


#6+  pers  HH 

#6+  rm. units 

6+  HH's 

crowding 

130 

482 

3.7 

^.h 

95 

311 

3.3 

7.0 

1I18 

U9I 

3.3 

7.0 

216 

617 

2.9 

6.1 

157 

3i^3 

2.2 

8.1 

32 

68 

2.1 

9.U 

221 

11+6 

.7 

19.8 

h9     . 

2J.k 

2.3 

8.U 

102 

316 

3.1 

7.7 

53 

1U6 

2.8 

6.6 

105 

71 

.7 

11^.3 

77 

llf 

.2 

10.7 

hi 

lOU 

2.2 

7.7 

23 

66 

2.9 

6.6 

y. 
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^,  Correlation  With  Rent  Levels 

Age  of  Structure 

There  is  no  strong  correlation  other  than  the  public  housing  caused 
correlation  between  newness  and  low  median  rent.  This  finding  is  counterintuitive. 

Location  may  explain  some  rent  vi&i«rbion-.  There  is  some  evidence  that 
beach  oriented  block  groups,  for  instance,  have  high  rents.  BG-^  of  tract  601  has 
by  ffi^r  the  highest  median  gross  rent  and  is  the  most  beach-oriented.  This  is  in- 
■ejiclusive,  however.  This  block  group  and  tract  in  particular  have  at  least  3  new, 
farily  expensive -looking  ap  t  complexes.  Tract  601,  with  a  large  chunk  of  housing 
built  in  65-68  may  represent  the  one  age-high  rent  correlation,  but  the  new 
building  acitvity  may  be  due  to  the  location. 

Rehabilitation  may  explain  seme  rent  variation.  Personal  observation 
confirms  that  many  3-D's  in  areas  of  high  median  rent  have  fresh  p3int,CB.much  more 

he**/ 

commonly,  aluminum  siding. 

Value  of  Single  Family  Structures 

There  is  a  strong  correlation  between  high         value  of  single 
family  structures  and  high  rent.  The  highest  median  rent  and  i?i«' median  value  tracts 
Bitrthe  same.  The  highest  3  are  the. same.  The  highest  6  are  the  same.  The. eastern 
5  tracts  plus  BGl  of  61O  are  all  of  the  tracts  with  median  rents 

greater  than  $100  and  all  of  the  tracts  with  median  values  greater  than  $12,000. 
Tract  6li+  has  the  lowest  non-public  housing  median  rent  and  one  of  the  2  lowest 
median  values. 

Tracts  605,  606,  and  609  have  median  values  which  are  low  relative  to 
•fheir  median  rents.  But  these  tracts  ejcperienced  the  3  highest  percent  increases 
in  median  rent  in  the  last  decade  and  among  the  lowest  percent  increases  in       | 
median  values.  The  implication  is  that  for  some  reason,  perhaps^  due  to  low 

"owner  occupied  .turnover  and  hi  renter  turnover,  owners  did  not  perceive  value 
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increases  but  did  raise  rents  due  to  higher  rental  demand  and  costs..  There 
is  no  check  since  mobility  is  not  broken  out  by  tenure. 
Type  of  Structure 

There  is  no  correlation  outside  public  housing. 
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6.  Overcrovding 
Race,  Household  Type  and  Size,  hi  rent/income  ratio 

Overcrowding  does  correlate  vith  race  in  public  housing,  most  strongly  in 
607.  Overcrowding  does  correlate  with  large  proportions  of  6+  persons  households 
in  2  public  housing  tracts,  most  strongly  in  607.  Overcro\;ding  correlates  somewhat  . 
with  high  rent/income  ratio,  strongly  in  607.  Overcrowding  correlates  with  high  pro- 
portion of  female-headed  household's  in  public  housing,  strongly  in  607.  Overcro-,-,-ding 
correlates  with  a  high  proportion  of  1  persons  households  and  male  primary  individuals 
in  tract  61^+.  Low  overcrowding  correlates  with  low  rent/income  ratios  in  the  eastern, 
non-public  housing  tracts,  and  with  low  numbers  of  blacks  for  reasons  described  be- 
low. 

Looking  at  tract  607  in  particiilar  (since  61O  is  not  all  public  housing 

and  611  is  elderly  freeented),  it  has  nearly  two  times  the  overcrowding  of  any  other 

tract,  nearly  two  times  the  proportion  of  large  HH's,  fully  hG%  of  all  South 

Boston's  blacks,  an  unusually  hi  rent/income  ratio,  and  even  a  high  rent/income 

ratio  for  those  making  less  than  $5,000.  We  can  try  to  Judge  that  low  income 

people  get  a  good  break  in  public  housing  but  the  rent/income  ratio  belies  that 

fact  a  bit.  It  may  be  a  better  break,  buf-  it  is  not  good.  We  can  argue  that 

large  household's  can't  find  housing  easily  outside  the  tract,  but  the  overcrcrnding 

(rt  -fkf  p,<a.  p.'f  jetr 

and  low  proportions  of  6+  rm  unii>^contrEidicts  this,  at  least  partially.  This 
implies  that  blacks  are  forced  into  public  housing,  607  particularly,  as  much  for 
social  as  economic  reasons. 
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DRAFT 
6 DfUccf;r,r2-  OF  HIGH  RENT/INCOJ-IE  RATIO  WITH 

Income 

Income  correlates  to  some  degree  with  high  rent/income  ratios.  Eastern 

tracts  have  high  median  incomes  and  few  high  ratios.  But  tracts  619,  and  61U 

have  high  median  incomes  and  high  rent/income  ratios. 

Tract  607j  with  the  lowest  median  income,  has  the  highest  rent/income  ratio. 
Note  that  when  you  measure  rent/income  ratio  for  the  poor  only  (less  than 

$5jOOO)>  large  proportions  paying  over  25/i  correlates  almost  exactly  with  low 

median  income. 


Household  Type 

Hi  rent/income  ratio  seems  to  correlate  with  more  primary  individuals  or 

female-headed  HH's  as  opposed  to  H-V7  HH's.  Tracts  60I-5,  609,  6l2  and  613  have 

proportions  of  II-V7  HIi's  above  that  for  South  Boston.  All  "but  609  and  613  have 

proportions  of  people  payin^857o  less  than  that  for  South  Boston.  All  but  one 

of  the  tracts  with  high  proportions  either  of  female-headed  HH's  or  primary    .   p 

(0  iscf'j  hdi'd  p(XfJcrf/C'.s   pcy//^  3^'^  c^  mat.  i^hic-h   c*ri-  i\]^ht^  /Acj«  f  ^  S . 0  .  f'-'^^'^ 

individualSf^a-e^-aboveythe  k   tracts  where  both  female  headed  household  and  primary 
individuals  are  above  average  are  not  the  tracts  with  the  highest  rent/income  ratios. 
Unit  Size 

Some  of  the  same  araiiguities  exist  here  as  for  household  size.  For 
eastern  tracts,  it  can  be  said  that  lov?  proportions  of  people  with  hi  rent/income 
ratios  correlates  with  the  presence  of  large  units.  In  these  tracts,  relatively 
well  off,  large  families  occupy  the  large  units.  For  public  housing  tract^the 
correlation  holds  at  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum. 

But  608,  609,  613,  and  6lk   have  many  large  units  plus  many  people  paying 
more  than  3%. 
Race 

There  is  no  correlations  outside  public  housing. 
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Household  Size 

There  doesn't  seem  to  "be  any  strong  relationship  here,  mostly  because  HH 
sizes  don't  vary  that  much  from  tract  to  tract  (outside  607).  In  607  and  61U, 
the  pressure  of  large  household  correlates  vith  a  hi  rent/income  ratio  as  one 
•would  predict.  However,  eastern  tracts  have  fairly  large  ^  of  6+  persons  HH's 
hut  small  proportions  of  people  paying  over  ZJJo. 

There  is  evidence  that  large  proportions  of  small,  1  persons  HH  also 
correlates  vrith  a  large  rent/i-ricome  ratio.  608,  61I,  and  61U  have  the  largest  pro- 
portions  of  1  persons  HH's  and  all  have  »«^ -©£  spending  35/^  or  more  for  rent 
greater  than  the  '^  for  all  of  South  Boston         t 
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